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Vaudeville Is Looming
Large on the

HorizonIt Pays
Both Player and

AUDEV1LL15 appears to be the storm center of tho theatrical
world just now and it is developing like a tocniido

has declined to pads Like the famous little peach it grew and grow

till it now overshadows the entire theatrical orchard The time has
passed when tlie legitimate producers and the owners of firstdags

can afford to look upon it with indifference It hue grown tro
aiundoii in popular favor It has supplied the finanoial sinews for
HauuniTsteins duel with Courted in the operatic arena It lute made the
fortunes of the Keith and Proctor families It has bean a continual and

lure Uk the leading lights of the legitimate
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There a few who as
yet gone into vaudeville but they are
very few and even they may succumb
Tliere are perhaps a score Richard
finsneld John Drew Maude Adams

Julia Marlowe E H Sothern Viola
Allen and others of that on
can scarcely Imagine doing
sandwiched In between porformlrj

are have never

Ilkwhom
dog

jugglers burlesque tramps and black
face acts But emphatically you never
can tell The day may come when airy
one of these will need the money
And as a cynical advanceagent said not
long ago Theyre all going into vaude-
ville these lays They have to its the
only way they can make enough money
to be able to afford a season in the
legitimate-
It must be a profitable game when

Victoria or a Vesta Tilley or
eighteenyearold Elsie Janis is paid
3000 a week The salaries in vaudeville-

are much larger than in the regular
theaters Lily Langtry returned to Eng-

land 45000 the richer for a live months
trip on the vaudeville circuit

It was asserted that Lillian Russell
received more than W 0 a week for her
brief dip Into variety last seamn In
the days before she abandoned her ar-

tistic notions Cecilia Loftus an
offer for SOQ for a week of mimicry
In the Masonic Temple Roof Garden
Charles Hawtrey was paid store than
1000 a week for bin performance in

the bright Utile sketch Time Is
Money Rose Stahl was started on the
road to wealth by the success of The
Chorus Lady In oosaet form and
James Forbes the author was enabled
by the royalties from the original
sketch alone to pnrchase a farm in
Vestchester county

These things betes se It is net to
f wondered at that Kiaw A Krianger

notoriously the moneymaker the
theatrical world should have broken
into vaodeviHe All experience shows
that there are not enough variety the
nurs for public needs Wherever a
vaudeville bsnne has begirt opened k has
at once found remunerative patronage
Washington has but one flnrt class
vaudeville house and that ta undoubt-
edly the best paying theatrical property
in town

It requires no Colonel Sellers to see
that there are millions ta it Naturally
the more millions you put into it the
more youll take out So Ktaw Er
langer have piw a heavily They
have assoctatell with them in their en-

terprise the of the theatrical young
blood George Cobalt and Frederic
Thompson are without peers ta their

lines
Thompson te enthusiastic over the out-

look Ue believes that the
of variety has hardly bejrui and
forward to the day when the vau-

deville and legitimate houses will
stand on a nlsne ot equal dignity Per
haps his hope n this not
be realised UU the variety has
been rising steadily in prestige Three
y ago it was almost impossible to
tempt prominent to appear In

uirty but there is no such hesitation
ui present The quality of the vaude
vil also tows great Im
rr vcment and another sign of the
tinier Is the tact that Thompson was re
cdved with cordiality when he ap-

proached our bis dramatists with otters
fur oneact plays

It is aii inviting program that Thomp-
son has rjTitrtuncil Each ptrformance
will be tim d tu lat two and onohalC
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hours and will combine unadulterated
vaudeville musical comedy a whin or
real drama and a glimpse of a circus
There vill he a constant striving fern

anl the rigorousrOn mfnt censorship<

that now is in force in all variety the
aters will be applied

All this apparently does not affect
Washington There is one vaudeville
house in town an thore Is no immedi
ate prospect of more But there is to be
another burlesque house opened this
summer Supposing after all it should
be found that the town wont support
two burlesque shows And aide from
that there is the announcement That in
IMS the Columbia Theater Company is
to build a new house Well what about
the old Columbia It take a
prophet to see more than one vaudeville
house here within a few years

Next season the influence of the new
vaudeville idea will be miUnlv felt

at the BeUsco only indirectly so
far as one can see through the combi-
nation of the Shuberts with Klaw A-
Brtanger a combination which la a a
New York critic puts it a out as revo-
lutionary as that between Mayor Mc
Ctellan and Tammany The truth has
been that the Shuberts have had too
many theater They have not hart
enough shows to fill them profitably or
suitably They have
money In the attempt It is good busi-
ness their seizing the opportunity of
turning some of them over to KHLW

er It is undoubtedly a blow to
de of the independents for of the

theatrical that made up hated
syndicate undoubtedly K B are

None less an things stood the
merger is undoubtedly a good thing

the
Bing public For while the United

Amusement Company has
certain houses smaller

towns It te distinctly stated in the bond-
i that all contracts shall be

nut That means that those asso-
ciated with the Shuberts Belasco Flake
Miller Lawrence Weber and Field
shall have suitable houses to show in
the tows affected for the next season
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Gay Standing has been engaged by
KJaw A and Joseph Brooks
play the past of Charlie in Bu
gene W Prasbreys dramatic version of

Gilbert Parkers novel The Right
I pf Way wbict will be presented In
October At the conclusion of his en
gagement with Miss Nazlmova Mr
Standing will go to London to play an
important role in a new production
While Chore he will consult with Sir
Gilbert Parker in reference to his char
acter In Right of Way The
opening date will be Montreal October
7 The production which will be one
of the most conspicuous of the coming
season will receive its Now York

at a Broadway theater in No-

vember Other engagements for this
play are Theodore Roberts May

Berenice Golden Hittularson Paula
Gloy J Tuohey Alexander Kearney
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Clicks From a Press
Agents Typewriter

Other people arc curious plie-

Doniena
Many are written but few arc

produced-
A successjPul star is the noblest

work of a press jigont j

Most people fall from
grace dont fall jump

How to beat the ponies Use a
olub on yourself

Very few men ought ever to
TUHrry its such an injustice to
the girl

It isnt always a play that an
actor lacks Just as often its a
public

The trouble with the trusts is
that they dont trust anybody but
theraBlvelj J Not open other
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or two and that the Shuberts them
selves can their efforts
more As a matter of fact it Is these
associates who have mad the best
showing the past year The Shuberts
have sent out plenty of good shows but
In their attempt to keep all their

tilled have sent out much
that was scarcely worth while Where-
as a Flske or a Belaaco production Is
sure to he up to standard The few of
Millers that have reached Washington
have been well worth the price of ad-
mission and neither Weber nor Field
has ever been accused of dealing In

to the Shubert productions are likely
be more So that on the wool
while Washington te really out of the
track of the tornado its

to Clear the local atmosphere a bit
McD
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Movements of the Stars
Their Plays Their Plans

J
J

i

Louis Bey AQfnon Beranger and
Henry J Hadnefel Richard Marsden
the scenic artist te at work on the
scenery

The final rehearsal of the school chil
dren who are to sing at the New Na
tional next Friday wilt take place at
the theater Thursday afternoon It will
be a pHblto rehearsal given for tlw-
benefit of the parents and friends of
members of the chorus Over 59

will be heard frtday night Miss
Bentley will cfctfduot

Miss Chrystal Hernes new manager
Mr Dillingham will come to

this week to see her work as Gwen
dolen Fairfax in The Importance of
Being Earnest and he will remain over
a few days to witness her appearance-
as Sophy Fullrarnei the manicure girl
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The Gay Lst Qnex which to tn-

IK the second onTerteg at Mr Axdens
company

There are more than six popular song
hits Included in the osferbtgs promised-
at the annual May carnival which Mis
Cora Shreve win hold at the National
tomorrow Tuesday and Wednesday
nights Another feature wilt be a
ballet of thirty children

Washington theatergoers are prob-
ably no
other city but the fact remains that as

as the Betasco Theater announced
that a flashlight of the audience would
b taken tight at the first
performance of The Importance of
Bing Earnest the telephone com-

menced to ring violently and nearly a
score of orders for seats te the front
row were receives The pmcnascrs of

wasted to be tight ta the neater
of the picture

Another solar plexus Mow for the
drama James J Corbett has

hypnotized an sage late baracing his
forthcoming proancttsn of Othello
Gentleman Jim 9C course win be
seen as the swarthy Moor

George Howard who was seen
recently in the principal role In Tire
Daughters of Men has succeeded
Jack Standing as leading man with
Mr Carter who te making a Western
tour in revivals of Du Barry and

Next

Echoes of the XaasfleldEmma Dunn
controversy are beard ta the recent
resignation of Jennie Eustace from
Arnold Dalys company and James
Keene from In the Bb ej s Carriage
organization Miss Kusutce claims that
Mr Daly h mlled her eo rougnly that
her arms were black and blue Mr
Keene is no longer Jsssie Busters lead-
Ing man because the actress claims that
he kecked ner down Both Daly and
Keene deny the allegations made against
them

It Is definitely announced by the way
that Richard Mansfield will not appear
again on the for at least another
yen IJe has recovered from his HZnese
that caused him to abandon his tour this
spring but his health Is such that IK
cannot resume Vork with safety for
some time to come If physicians
consent he will sail with his family
on May 1C to go at once to the estate
he has leased on the Thames near
Windsor

There will be xn Ernest matinee at
the Belasco Theater Wednesday after
noon when every young man who cat
prove that his first name te Ernest will
be admitted free 10 witness the perform-
ance of the Edwin Arden company in

The Importance of Earnest
This liberal offer is inspired because
the of the play
romantic desire of two young
to love a man named Ernest and tht
entire action of the ply centers around
that name

Nelllu V Nichols who used to be
popular here in the old days when the
Majestic was the Bijou and hud a stock
company and who has since been play
ing a leading part in one of the Sultan
of Sulu companies Is to be one of the
features of the popular concert at the
Columbia tonight
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JlIDVN LACK

THE STRENUOUS CAREER OF

TALENTED SOUTHERN GIRL

Charlotte Walker tine
vonsv 9o thern girt who tomorrow
evening enters upon her engagement as
one of the leading members of the Co-

lumbia Theater Company has grown to
be much in demand for metropolitan
productions during the past two years
Her most recent appearance was as
Constance Ptockney in Louis Evan
Shipmans new war play On Parole
and it is understood that she will next
season appear under the guidance of
David Bstesco who expects her te
compMsa great things her dunes
profession

Miss Walter is a delightful Southern
girl of good family who deeded after

graduation trout school to follow
a natural bent and go upon the stage
She te pretty clever fascinating vital
and refined hi manner and bearing and
has given theatergoers two of the finest
types of Southern girlhood and

that the stage has seen In recent
yeas This Is probably because she
knows her Sunny South like a book
One of these splendid portraits of South-
ern womanhood was her creation of
the part of Virginia Carvel In the
dramatisation of The triads when it
was originally produced at the Alvin
Theater PiUsburg in March 1MK Miss
Walker vitalised the role of Virginia
Carvel in a style that showed It to be a
labor of love with her The other line
type of Southern girlhood splendidly
portrayed by Miss Walker wens her
part as Constance Pinckney in On
Parole which was given its first pro-
duction here early last fund served-
as a fine vehicle for Miss Walkers
talents throughout the season Just
closed la her delightful portrayal of
Constance Mitts Walker was seen in a
gown worn by her grandmother Mrs
Ptoeknsy Walker in Charleston S C
during the war

A native of the stricken city of Gal
veaton Tex Miss Walker made her
debut in that city soon after the great
storm of mo as a member ot a musical
show She attracted the attention of
James K Hackett almost Immediately-
and was given minor roles In some of
his productions among them that of An
tonla i Don Caesars Return in
fall of 1MB It was i this same play
upon Its first presentation at Albany
that Wilton Lackaye created the role
of Carlos Toward the end of that sea
son Mr Hackett decided to put on the
dramatization of Winston Churchills

Crisis This vas done a
with Miss Walker as his leading woman
and her success as the
Southern girl was such that she

with Hackett as his leading
woman the following year
another hit and attracting the attention
of the critics by her work as Katherine
Searles in his production of John Er
mine of the This play did
not last but those who saw her as
the leading woman presented a stage
career her Three months later
still as Hacketts leading woman she
created the of Cecelia Queen of
Rhodoland production of The
Crown Prince

Season before last she was much in
demand having been engaged as lead-
Ing woman for no fewer than eight dif
feent including The Prodi-gal Triangle

The OntlmtBt The
and The Embarrassment of Riches
and this was followed by Her success
during the season In On Parole
Miss Walker has many admirers In
Washington Although one of the young-
est of women a mere
and animated figure te seldom seen on
the stage She has ambition and talent
marked beauty and notable intelligence
and those who have career
during the past five years predict a brll
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Season
Both Artistically and
FinanciallyNow Clos-
ing The Primrose
Path theWeeks Nov-
elty Actors Fair

Successful
¬

¬

NEW YORK May 11

HE dramatic season of 19697 been a most NM for all
I concerned A recently published statement places the receipts

of the Paris theaters during the past year at 5500000 butt while

the figures for the New York season are not at hand it te altogether
probable that they will at least doable enormous Never

have so many attractions played to practically capacity howocs for
such tong runs a during the soas jnwi tdoe Never have so many

record been broken
The oldef of the we k was Margaret Wycberiys presentation

of The BathM by Bayarl VelHer The piece belongs the
Times pats it in the category of the effective acting plays of a decade
ago Jon Tregnwna the heroine is still according to Mr Klaubcr
a fluffily sketched figure of the theater rather thaw a character a u

elemental sort of capable of a groat sacrifice to which she
moves trough the natural feminine instinct to preserve at any cost th
one befog she holds dear One may see In it if one chooses a sort of
fiver tad maternal instinct Her lover an impoverished American ar
fist painting i Park Mea sick unto death He is penniless SQ is the
guileless Joan The doctor prescribes luxuries as the only means to
save his life The concierge demands the rent If it is not forthcoming

profitable

this sin bE-

fore

AS

creature

hag

v

novel
Primrose

°

even tIM skit man mast wo out Into
the streets He this Jean there te
money in the streets of Pixie for any
pretty girt After a struggle with the
sick seen growing weaker and weaker
and the darkness falling Joan picks up
her hat afed leaves the house It te not
a pretty moment But It ta drajn-
atte and it te possible What
follows need not be told in detail Fame

fortune come to the painter as these
things frequently come In plays and
stories And as happens quite as

out of stories a in them the
lure of ambittoc 4 stronger than the
ties of pHghted affection He forsakes
Joan for another woman the daughter
of a mnlUmiiiHXvaire who can further
his career Tb expedients to the end
are mostly of 3 familiar kind Joan
eventually farp her rival and tells her
history The w man is enough-
to Insist tha her promised husband
shall make goW his earlier to
Joan But Joan Defuses What
of her That Mr Veiller does
Perhaps it as well Miss
Wycherly Jacks dynamics for great
emotional acting but she is In many

engaging There is a little too
much instance on the sac-
charine too much effort to make one
feet the girt through quavers in her
voice but there is much of charm for
aU that eo much in fact the extra
effort to impress it te not required

Aside frost Marianne Thurber
whto ta private life is Mrs Francis
Lansing Prnyn mete her debut en
Monday at Keith and Proctors Fifth
Avenue Theater ta a tweacfi play
called The House of a Traitor

Prosper Mertmee
was rather a soda event for Mrs
Prvyn belongs to a family which is
socially prominent She has been suc-

cessful in amateur and decid-
ed to go on the proCeastonaUy
Both plaT and Mrs Prays were
well received

The Actors Fund fair has come and

Here that it has been a tremendous eve
cees financially as it certainty was se-

rially and artistically The weather was
but that didnt matter for where

the women are there will the
crowds be and rarely have there been
so many beautiful women m one place
at one as there were at the Metro

Opera House this taut week The
fair has been aU its managers claimed

doubt that it has by a most
comfortable icwe the funds bank ac-
count

In this connection Broadway te
over a
nes Qebest ale musical director Co

han is a confirmed baseball flood In
fact he really believes It he had not
gone on the the big league man-
agers would be for his services-
on the diamoi d Montgomery and Stone
of the Mil are nttfe if any behind
him It was natural therefore that a
game be awarded between nines

Honeymooners and the
Mlllevttea Recently Cohan noteaa marked failing stY in the quality or

his chorus and called Gebest on thecarpet about it pointing out several ot
the choristers were below the
mark Hold on a second ray

That little man not be able
to sing but say to see him
cover base the tall guy
with the mitts is lily Dolan Doyou remember when he played with the
Boston Nationals And the tough

on the other end of the line IK Ryan
from the TriState League and the

V

tnous said Cohan picking tiplib hat and cane starting toward thedoor Its a great chorus Be sure youget a good catcher and a few 700
tore for second rank Charley The

l same SLongboys Sprain your voices as much asyou like but be careful of your armsand legs

Mr Arnold Daly who is looking about
for suitable oneact plays to present at
special matinees in the Lyceum Theaterduring his run in The Boys of

B has Just purchased the drarights of Mark How IBecame An Agricultural Editor Thestory was dramatized by a
It will be called Starktation of Timmorys Dramatization ofMark Twains Story How IBecame An Agricultural EditorIt l5 the humorist sug
the bill boards

Dallas Welford is said to have made
another ten strike At Toronto last
week Manager James J Hackett pre-
sented the English star In another farce
by R C Carton palled Public Opin
lon and not only did the piece ptvve
a big laughing success but Mr Wei
ford In the character of a young cockney solicitor scored a hit was
quite as legitimate as his famous per

His role
to be sure Is not nearly as spectacular
a part as that of Oppy was but after
all that only him the better
aetor for in this now character of

Wlbeey he keeps always within the
most conservative his comedy
effect6

Eleanor Robson wilt Begin the last
week of her tons engagement In the
Liberty Theater tomorrow evening She
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wilt play Satomy Jane every evening
n afternoon The

two Wednesday afternoons will be 1
to performances of Merely Murv

Ann The will for iVseason on the evening of Miss s
last performance May 18 Miss Robs n
probably will not feature S

next season She said r
day It is the terror of my Hie
to be forced to play one part comit

No matter how much care on
it is only a tlm

until becomes an
forced and when this happens the nur
of the performance must suffer Tlp
actress who would do her best
should her characters frequently
lor only with a renewed can the
true inspiration be invoked and theconstant and continued repetition or
lines and situations must in time be-
come more or less automatic I want
to play different parts continually and
to find a sufficient number of suitableplays that will permit of it

Collier who had his 15th performan
of Caught ta the Rain last week g tx
around that by continually Changing his
book To a local interviewer he said re-

cently A successful farce isnt writ-
ten It is rewritten When Mr Froh
man woo contemplated a London pro-
duction of Caught in the Rate
for the book found the original copy
bad been chan eO s completely that i
get correct text we to in tw i

who took the vwds ot
the play down from the actors Lps and
the business from their acting

And afterward the
postponed our London visit until nextyear we finish the
here then visit the principal nxseason probably producing a new rlate season over 1 1

London
Even now at the Xtta

changes are being made ta the play
keeps ta their I-

an added seat te the
It calls for more rehearsals of cours
but even at that the work te easy

Next week will wind up Ethel
meres present

State torn arrow nght will
upon js five weeks of her K w
York engagement ta The Chorus
Lady in the Hackett Theater

the Theaters
EDWIN ARDENS COMPANY

TO OPEN TOMORROW NIGHT

Xdwia Arden wilt inaugurate the
spring and summer season at the Bel
asco Theater tomorrow night when he
will appear In the first Washington pre
senatton of Oscar Whiles brilliant com-
edy The Importance of Being

The return of such a poular fa
vorite as Mr Arden will be sure to at-
tract a large gathering of his friends
and admirers and for them the man-
agement has arranged a unique

in the shape of a flashlight
of the audience to be taken from

the stage at the end of the first act
This picture will Include every person
in the auditorium and faces will u
easily recognizable A copy of this
photograph will afterwards be present-
to each person in the audience

The Importance of Being Earnest
ranks as the most brilliant of all t
Oscar Wlkie comedies The
sparkle with epigrams and the humor 19
deliciously up to date The Is on
of the most ever utilized for a
play but the whimsical idea is exploit
ed In a most artistic fashion the
clever and satirical rendering of Wilde
Two young women of a romantic

to b by some man
named Ernest because the name pro-
duces soul vibrations Each is loved

uptodate young man and each
man changes name to Ern

est Meanwhile both couples deckle for
themselves that it is best to be earnest
in all things even love affairs

Mr will be as John Worth
who changes to Ernest

because he loves Gwendolen Fairfax
Mls Chrystal Herne will be seen as the
romantic but thoroughly experienced
Miss Fairfax Hammond

seen as Algernon Moncrieff who
likewise the name of Ernest
and Miss Jessie Glendennine will l e
seen as a sweet but uptodate country
girl The play will be handsomer
mounted and will be presented under
the artistic stage of Mr Ar
den There will be matinees at popular
prices Wednesday and Saturday

summer scale of will
prevail at evening performances

PIneroi comedy The Gray
Qwex wilt be the bill next week

Mr Arden will be seen in the role of
Lord Quex created by John Hare and
Miss Chrystal Herne wlil be seen as
Sophy Pullgarney manicure girl

SPONG LACKAYE AND WALKER

IN REVIVAL OF DIPLOMACY

The Columbia Theater Company will
tomorrow evening enter upon Ms second
week with a revival of Sardous mas
torpleeo Diplomacy which hits just
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